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SOVIET THEATER CRITICS CENSURED

MOSCOW CRITICS ACCUSED PIRST -- Sovetaskaya Estoniys, No 30, 6 Feb 49

An importanv svent in the ideolcgizel life of the Soviet Union was the
oxposing nf on auntipetriotic group of theater critics, wvho wers obstructing
the development of Soviet theater art, Every effort is being made to stamp
ont axy signs of commopolitaniem in art, A greup of Moscew theater oritiocs -
who calilel themselves "Judges of art” had bean sctive urnitil quite recently.
The group inclndsd such critics as Yu, Yuzovekiy, A. Gurvich, I. Al'tman, A.
Borshohagovskiy, G. Boyadzbiyev, L. Malyugin, and several others, all of
whow vere completely alien to the Soviet nation., They had been trying to slarder
all achievements of Sovist dramatic art, viewing it from the standpoint of
decadent bourgeois estheticism.

A general purge of the Soviet theater f16ld is being made to free 1t from
the perniocious influence of such antinational elements.

LENINGRAD -- leningradskaya Pravda, No 32, O Feb 49

" A group of leningrad theeter critics have been guilty of the same offenses
as the Momoow oritics recently accused of "cosmopolitanism" and “bourgeoie
estheticim" in drama criticiem.

S, Dreyden, M. Yankovskiy, I. Berezark, I. Shneyderman, and S. Taimbal,
all Leningrad critics, are charged with having ar anti-Soviet attitude in
their appreciation c?f dramatic art., Thay have consistently belittled and is-
approved of modern Soviet plays and, at the same tims, praised plays lacking in
Soviet 1deology. These critics have had a etrong and haraful influence on the
Ioblic mind. However, measures have been teken to prevant these people from
further hinGering the development of true Soviet art,

el -
CLASSIFICATION m
STATE ¥ [mavy NSRS DISTRIBUTION !
ARMY x‘ AR X FB1 I ] ]

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/06/24 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600210924-3

50X1-HUM|




50X1\—I}-’|UM

ESTONIA -- Sovetskaya Estoniys, No 50, 2 Mar 49

The TaK KP(b) of Estcnia called a confersnce of workers of the prese, theater
and critice, perty representatives, and others, for the purpose of discuseing the
status of theater criticism in the Estonian SSR. The following critice were
oensured for their anti-Soviet attitudes N. Androzen, P, Viyding, Eylli, Reasuus
Kasigro-Pool?, Barin Emsk, G. Tngolescv, S. fevin, Ivmet, and Tulik., The Estonian
SSR newspapers Sovetskaya Estopiye, Rakhva Khyayal?, and Noorte EKhyayal® were also
severely oriticized for pubiishing revisws and articles by the above named critiocs.
In this comnection, the paper Sirp ya Vagar was parilcularly offensive in ite
antipatriotic attitude,

LATVIA -- Sovetskaya Iatviya, No 50, 2 Mar L9

A meeting of Riga arts and literary workers took place on 28 February.
A, Ya, Pel’she, secretary of TeK KP(b) of Iatvia, reported on the gtatus of
theator oriticimm In the Latvian SSR. A number of Iatvian oritics were seversly
ooneursd for their bourgeois and anti-Soriet atiitude. A, Chak was accused of
“formaliem,” "menshevik" fdeology, and finding fault with the works of Soviet
dramatists, Other oritics accused of an anti-Soviet trend of thought are
Klyava (Paberzs), Brikshkis, Nikoleyev-Bergin.

The speaksr also mentioned the Riga critivs Gurevich and Kats, who are
sald to be infeciad by the poison of cosmopcliianism amd bourgeols estheticiem.
Ozolin®, editar of the Iatvian nevepeper Tsinys, admitted that he hai made a
mistake in publishing Chak's harmful reviews., The members of the conference
paased a resolution censuring the activity of ithe above-mentioned theater
critic-, and also pointing out seriocus shortcauings in the field of music veview,
The resolution stated that there was no place among th= wanks of Soviet critics
for representatives of reactionary theories of cesmopolitaniam,

UKRAINE -- Pravda Ukrainy, No 51, 3 Mar 45

Gel'fandbeyn, a Khar'kov theater and art critic, has beem accused of
writing harmful &rams, moving-picture, and book revriews. His antipatriotic
statements were an attempt to divert the Soviet theatsr Zrom the right path,
His attacks were directed mainly against the Theater imeni T. G. Shevchenko,
one of the best theaters not only in the Ulrains but in the entire USSR, which
had twice besn awvarded the Stalin prire, He critized General Vatutin, & nev
play by L. Dmiterko, ignoring its high-political content an: y significance.
Gel’fandbeyn, who is supposedly an adherent of the artipatriotiv group of
theater oritics headed by Turovakiy, even criticizes the plays of M. Gor'kiy,
aininizing their drmmatic qualities,.

_ Several other >ritics, incluiing V. Morskoy, L. Zhadancv, &ud B, Milyav-
skiy, bave beon writing hermful reviewe in Ukrainian pepers. They all follow
the samo pattern as Gel‘fandbeyn.
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